
Impact
2025

Report



2 2 0 2 5  I M PACT  R E P O RT

Table of Contents

Pier Forward

2025 at a Glance

Navy Pier Marina

Pier Through The Year

2025 Pier-Produced Programming

Tenant Partnership & 
Small Business Engagement

Introducing Local Soul

Community Rides Program

Employee Spotlight

Philanthropic Support

Operating Revenue & Expenses

Navy Pier Leadership & Tenant Partners

Navy Pier Supporters

4

6

7

8

10

14

16

18

19

20

22

24

26

32 0 2 5  I M PACT  R E P O RT



Pier Forward Plan Strategic Objectives

Pier
Forward
2025 marked the launch of Navy Pier’s new five-
year strategic plan. With generous support from 
the Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust and 
in partnership with Civic Consulting Alliance, the 
Pier Forward Plan was developed through a multi-
phase process. This work re-anchored Navy Pier’s 
institutional identity with refreshed mission and vision 
statements while charting a path toward long-term 
financial sustainability, enhanced guest experience, 
and expanded civic impact.

Navy Pier has evolved for more than a century while 
remaining grounded in its role as the People’s Pier. 
Pier Forward builds on that legacy, advancing the Pier 
as a vibrant, inclusive, and financially sustainable civic 
destination through bold investments and dynamic 
programs. 

OUR VISION:
Navy Pier is an ever evolving, sustainable, 
vibrant, and inclusive landmark that 
showcases Chicago’s unique character 
while setting a global standard for public 
spaces that foster connection, creativity, 
and civic pride.

OUR MISSION:
Navy Pier is the People’s Pier, Chicago’s lakefront 
treasure, offering welcoming experiences through 
programs and partners that inspire discovery, 
wonder, and fun.

45+ staff and stakeholders 
generated 50+ ideas that 
have evolved into 30+ 
initiatives

Drew on the 
expertise of 
6 external 
partners 

Conducted 
30+ community 
stakeholder interviews

Thank you to the Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust and the Civic Consulting Alliance for their generous support of the Pier Forward Plan.

4 2 0 2 5  I M PACT  R E P O RT 52 0 2 5  I M PACT  R E P O RT

Expanding Access 

Increase free and low-cost programs and 
improve transportation and physical access 

to the Pier

Advancing Community Impact 

Amplify Chicago voices and cultures 
through partnerships that expand visibility 

and participation

Bringing the Pier to Life 

Curate engaging cultural programming and 
a best-in-class guest experience across the 

Pier

Transforming the Pier 

Evaluate and evolve every space to ensure 
its highest and best use as a vibrant, year-

round destination

Powering Chicago’s Creative and 
Economic Ecosystem 

Build and support a dynamic ecosystem 
of tenants, entrepreneurs, and local businesses 

that reflects the best of Chicago

Sustaining the Pier for 
Future Generations 

Secure essential philanthropic, corporate, 
and public funding needed to safeguard the 

Pier for future generations
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2025 at
a glance

8.3 
Million
Guests welcomed

315
Pier Passport 
Members

365 
Days
Of public art

70
Tenant partners

15,000  
Free tickets provided to 
local community groups

46,320 
Firework shells 
deployed

469
Free cultural 
programs produced

175
Local entrepreneurs 
supported

3,075
Jobs sustained

Photo credit: Navy Pier Marina

Navy Pier 
Marina

The idea for a recreational marina at Navy Pier began decades ago 
among passionate boaters who recognized its potential. After years 

of planning, in 2025 the project was brought to life by developer Randy 
D. Podolsky—a Chicago native, dedicated boater, and proud member of 

the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. Today, Navy Pier Marina is Chicago’s only 
privately funded and independently operated transient marina, offering 

boaters a one-of-a-kind way to experience the city’s vibrant lakefront.

4,098
Vessel Visits

2,738
Overnight Dockage Stays

1,360
Hourly Vessel Visits

503
Marina Pier Fishing 
Passes Sold

17,779
Visitors
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Lunar New Year
9,000+ Pier guests welcomed 
the Year of the Snake

Women’s and Black 
Makers Markets
Hosted every Saturday in February 
and March, Navy Pier’s Black 
and Women’s Makers Markets 
showcased small businesses from 
South Shore to Rogers Park 

Shamrockin’ at the Pier
The Pier’s official St. Patrick’s 
Day bar crawl highlighted eight 
tenant partners and turned Navy 
Pier green for the day

Holi
All ages came together to 
celebrate the colorful arrival of 
spring in the nation’s largest free 
Holi celebration

Spring Break
35,500+ guests enjoyed a 
week of discovery with 64 free, 
interactive workshops and
hands-on activities

Escaramuza, the 
Poetics of Home

This public art exhibit produced 
in collaboration with the Poetry 
Foundation addressed complex 
themes of identity, family, and 
gender with a lush combination 
of poetry and photography

EXPO CHICAGO
Showcased more than 170 
leading contemporary and 
modern art galleries

Mexico Fest
A weekend full of music, markets, 
and Mexican culture presented in 
collaboration with the Consulado 
General de México en Chicago 
and the Governments of 
Aguascalientes & Baja California

Lakefront Loop 5k
The Pier’s annual 5k fundraiser 
hosted over 300 runners and 
walkers and raised $40k in 
support of the Pier’s mission

Summer Fireworks
Voted “Best Place to See 
Fireworks” in the USA TODAY 
10BEST Readers’ Choice Travel 
Awards, 2025 marked another 
summer of dazzling displays over 
Lake Michigan

Marina Grand Opening
Chicago’s only all-transient 
marina opened to the public, 
giving boaters a one-of-a-kind 
way to experience the city’s 
vibrant lakefront

Summer Music Series
Wave Wall Wax, Live on the Lake!, 
and Skyline Sessions returned as 
the soundtrack to the summer at 
Navy Pier

Summer Block Party
The Pier’s free summer block 
party returned with a full day of 
live music, DJs, arts and crafts, 
video games, and interactive 
spray paint murals

Navy Pier Pride
The Pier’s annual free, full-day 
event celebrated diversity, 
inclusivity, and support for the 
LGBTQ+ community

LatiNxt
This free, two-day festival 
showcased the innovative 
sounds of the Latin American 
diaspora, featuring emerging 
artists and groundbreaking 
musical trends

Chicago Live!

The Midwest’s largest free 
performing arts festival 
celebrated its fifth year

Slightly Spooky
Ghoulish guests embraced 
spooky season with trick-or-
treating throughout the Pier and 
free activities for all ages

A Chicago ExPIERience

The Pier’s annual fundraising 
gala welcomed a record 700 
supporters and raised $1.6M in 
celebration of 30 years since the 
1995 reopening

Winter WonderFest
After a five-year hiatus, Winter 
WonderFest returned to Festival 
Hall, adding wonder and whimsy 
to the holiday season

Local Soul Grand 
Opening
This fresh retail platform for local 
entrepreneurs and makers brings 
authentic Chicago wares to Navy 
Pier’s guests
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Navy Pier Open Air
The new outdoor summer series 
lit up the East End Plaza stage 
with packed crowds and an 
electric atmosphere

Pier Through The Year
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30 Days
of Winter WonderFest

120,014 
Guests Welcomed

44
Businesses

77% 
Women’s Business 

Enterprise

91% 
Minority Business 

Enterprise

59%
Local Businesses

100%
Small Businesses

Pier Pride

Capital One Artisan Markets

2025 
Pier-Produced 
Programming
From seasonal celebrations to fireworks, festivals, and more, the Pier’s arts, 
culture, and engagement programming brings the People’s Pier to life.
 
Through the support of generous donors and partners, Navy Pier proudly 
presented a combined 469 free arts, culture, and engagement events, 
including: 

11th International Day of Yoga
Artists at the Pier
Bastille Day
Blessing of the Fleet
Change of Command Ceremony
Cheer at the Pier
Chicago Christmas Tree Ship
Chicago Live! Community Workshops
Chicago Live!
City of Confidence Fashion Show
CPD: National Night Out
Escaramuza, the Poetics of Home
Fresh Fest Youth Performance Showcase
Global Connections: Holi
Global Connections: International Carnivale
Global Connections: Lunar New Year
Global Connections: Mexico Fest
Groundhog Day
Independence Day Fireworks
LatiNxt Festival
Navy Band Great Lakes - 
     Independence Day Concert
Navy Pier Pride
Noche Caribeña

New Year’s Eve Fireworks
Pier Dance
Pier Fitness: Rush Hour
Pier Fitness: Sunset Yoga
See Chicago Dance Month Opening
Shakes in the City
Skyline Sessions
Slightly Spooky
Slow&Low Lowrider Festival
South Fayette High School Student  
     Marching Band
Spring Break at the Pier
Summer Block Party
Summer Fireworks
Swing Into Summer
Uniting Voices: Paint The Town Red
USC Marching Band
Valentine’s Day Fireworks
Wave Wall Moves
Wave Wall Wax
Winter Fireworks
Winter WonderFest
Winter Workshops

Welcome Back 
Winter WonderFest
Winter WonderFest returned after a five-year hiatus, welcoming families back to experience 
the holiday magic that lit up the Pier for 20 years.  Festival Hall was transformed into Chicago’s 
largest indoor holiday festival  with twinkling lights, a 42-foot towering holiday tree, thrilling rides, 
ice skating on the Verizon | Google Pixel ice rink, local artist showcases and performances, and 
the Arctic Train Express.

Through a partnership with Boys & Girls Clubs of Chicago, the organization’s participants were 
the first to experience the holiday magic, with a VIP sneak peek on opening day and special 
guest appearance from Santa. 

When the doors opened to a surprise preview of 
Winter WonderFest, and 125 of our kids—many 
of whom had never been to Navy Pier or the 
WonderFest - exuberantly ran inside, that was a 
moment of pure joy.”

“Winter WonderFest Artisan Markets took place over six weekends during December and January 
and showcased a variety of locally owned, small businesses.

Susanna Wickham, President & CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of Chicago
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982 Artists  
Presented

109 Pier-Wide 
Performances

68 Hours of Free Cultural 
Programming

34 Hours of Community 
Workshops

5 World premieres created specifically 
for Chicago Live! by
Grammy-nominated musician Victor Garcia, 
Giordano Dance Chicago, Lake Shore Symphony 
Orchestra, Aerial Dance Chicago, and Momenta 
Dance Company

Chicago Live! is made possible by the 
generous support of

Chicago Live! Artists, Ensembles, and Production Team

2025 marked five years of the Midwest’s largest free performing arts festival. A line-up of 
Chicago’s best theater, music and dance, Chicago Live! marked a vibrant celebration of 
artistic expression and community spirit. 

Abigail Felstenhauser
About Face Theatre  
Actor’s Gymnasium  
Aerial Dance Chicago*  
Alaina Bartkowiak
Alexis Lombre  
Alma Izquerdo
Amy Lowe & King Katz  
Anthony Rapp  
Ayodele Drum and Dance  
Ballet Folklorico Sones Mexicanos  
Black Bear Combo  
Cabinet of Curiosity  
Cerqua Rivera Dance Theatre  
Chicago Blues Supersession  
Chicago Children’s Theatre  
Chicago Dance Crash  
Chicago Fringe Opera  
Chicago High School for the Arts 
Chicago Magic Lounge  
Chicago Movement Collective  
Chicago Multicultural Dance Center 
      & Hiplet NEXT  
Chicago Philharmonic Orchestra  
Chicago Repertory Ballet  
Chicago Samba  
Chicago Shakespeare Theater  
Culture Shock Chicago  
DanceWorks Chicago  
Dancing Queen  
Dawn Wilson  
Dee Alexander  
Deeply Rooted Dance Theater  
Detox  
DJ Readerz  
Eilleen Mallary (Announcer)  
Ensemble Espanol Spanish 
     Dance Theater  
Ezekiel Alicea (CART) 
Fiddlerock  

Forward Momentum Chicago 
Giordano Dance Chicago*  
Gwydion Theatre Company  
Honey West  
House of DOV  
Jason Harrington (Audio Description)  
Jeremiah Hunt  
Jersey Girls  
Jessie Fisher & Eric Hellman 
     Know Everybody  
Joanna Connor  
Joel Hall Dancers  
Joffrey Ballet  
John Vincent  
Julie Ballard  
Kalapriya Center for Indian 
     Performing Arts  
Khary Laurent (Announcer) 
Kokandy Productions  
Korean Performing Arts Institute 
     of Chicago  
Lake Shore Symphony Orchestra*  
Lakeview Orchestra  
Lazy Susan Theatre Company  
Liquid Soul  
Lisa Houseman is Still a Virgin  
Little Fire Artist Collective  
Lookingglass Theatre Company  
M.A.D.D. Rhythms  
Margaret Murphy and The Chuck 
     Webb Band  
Megan Murphy  
Meher Dance Company  
Melody Angel  
Mimi Marks  
Molly Callinan (Announcer)  
Momenta Dance Company*  
Movement Revolution Dance Crew  
Mucca Pazza 
Muntu Dance Theatre 

Music Theater Works  
Nicholas Tremulus & The Prodigals  
Nico Rubio 333  
Nik Hunder  
Nova Portals  
NuBlu Band  
Old Town School of Folk Music  
Opera Cowgirls  
PARA.MAR Dance Theatre 
Porchlight Music Theatre  
Puerto Rican Arts Alliance  
Remy Bumppo  
Rob Lindley  
Samba Bamba  
Sandra Delgado Experience  
Second City  
Shubukai  
Soul Children of Chicago  
South Chicago Dance Theatre  
Svet  
Tears Dry on Their Own  
Tellin’ Tales  
Tenderoni  
The Black Ensemble Theater  
The Happiness Club 
 The Juju Exchange  
The Seldoms  
Tomeka Reid  
Too Much Molly  
Toronzo Cannon  
Trifecta Dance Collective  
Trinity Irish Dance Company  
Universal Togetherness Band  
Victor Garcia*  
Visceral Dance Chicago  
Windy City Jazz Electric (Corey Wilkes)  
Winifred Haun & Dancers 
 
*Commission 
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Tenant Partnership 
& Small Business 
Engagement

32 Hosted Makers Markets

70 On-Site Tenant Partners

73%
Local 

Businesses

100%
Small 

Businesses

74%
Women 
Owned 

Businesses

73%
Locally 
Owned

69%
Small 

Businesses

36%
Women 

Business 
Enterprises

31%
Minority 
Business 

Enterprises

Year 2 | Navy Pier 
Small Business 
Accelerator Program
Navy Pier’s Small Business Accelerator Program, supported by BMO, 
served 11 small businesses representing 10 Chicago-area neighborhoods 
in 2025. Through a multi-week, onsite program, participants built 
practical skills in merchandising, social media strategy and content 
planning, e-commerce optimization, and business pitching, supported by 
mentorship and direct engagement with industry experts. The program 
also created opportunities for peer learning, networking, and specialized 
workshops, including BMO’s Zero Barriers to Business.

The program culminated with featured participation in the Winter 
WonderFest Artisan Market, where participants generated more than 
$25,500 in sales across six weekends, demonstrating measurable 
business growth and expanded market access for local entrepreneurs.

Ashunta Sheriff Beauty
Butterfly Dreams & Angel Tings
Chetoni Designs
CommunityCorey LLC
Galeria 88 Artesanias
Ida’s Artisan Ice Cream
Jasper Orange Candles
KATROCENTRIC.COM
Koko’s Kitchen 
La Niña Chamoy Candies
SavvyDesigns

Featured Business:
CommunityCorey LLC
Following participation in the Small Business 
Accelerator Program, founder Corey Dooley 
Johnson led CommunityCorey LLC to formally 
incorporate as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, establish a board 
of directors, and open a business bank account, 
creating a strong foundation for future growth.
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Makers Market

Marisa Diaz-Arce, Director of Community 
Engagement, and 2025 Cohort member, 
Kym Anglin, Founder of Koko’s Kitchen

2025 Cohort

A featured business at Navy Pier’s Local Soul kiosk, CommunityCorey’s Hearthelds(TM) can be found for sale as a guests enter the Pier.

42
Chicago 

Neighborhoods 
Represented



Introducing 
Local Soul
In November, Navy Pier proudly launched Local Soul, 
a new retail concept designed to elevate Chicagoland 
entrepreneurs by providing a dedicated platform to 
showcase and sell their products. 

Through a curated, rotating selection across fashion, 
art, home goods, food, and design, Local Soul expands 
visibility and market access for local creators while 

prioritizing diverse, locally owned businesses and 
amplifying underrepresented voices.  

More than a retail space, Local Soul strengthens the 
pathway for small businesses to grow by connecting 
emerging entrepreneurs to a year-round, high-traffic 
marketplace and deepening Navy Pier’s commitment 
to community through commerce.

39
Businesses featured 

in 2025

In the 
Entrepreneurs’ Words

I had the opportunity to share my brand and expand my 
demographic of consumers. I am truly grateful for the opportunity 

to have products at Local Soul. The store concept is unique and 
offers shoppers a whole experience of Chicago brands.”

Kingston James, Kingston James & Company

Definitely great exposure for my brand. I gained more social media followers 
and people came back to me for jewelry repair/polishing service. And hopefully 

for future jewelry making workshops since they all showed interest!”
Lin Bader, Lin Bader Designs
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26
Chicago 

Neighborhoods 
represented in 2025

Navy Pier gratefully acknowledges the generous philanthropic support of Jennifer Steans and Jim Kastenholz for making the opening and operation of Local Soul possible.

The initial enthusiasm for Local Soul has been overwhelming. Being able to provide a retail 
space for the eclectic mix of creators and entrepreneurs that Chicago has is something 
we take great pride in. While the products speak for themselves, so many of the business 
owners we are working with have incredible and inspirational stories that we can’t wait to 
see shared with the world.“ Martha Wade, Chief Curator of Local Soul
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Navy Pier gratefully acknowledges Cboe and their generous support of the Community Rides Program.

Centennial 
Wheel Tickets 
provided in 2025

Organizations served 
through Community 
Rides in 2025

Community 
Rides Program
Since 2016, Community Rides has provided free Centennial Wheel tickets 
to local schools and nonprofit organizations, ensuring accessibility is never 
a barrier to experiencing the People’s Pier.

Seeing their faces light up on the Wheel was a prized 
moment. It allowed the students to step away from the 
professional aspect of the organization and enjoy Navy 
Pier as a Chicago landmark.”

Chrislin Flanagan, Executive Director, Urban Alliance Chicago

Employee Spotlight
Gregory K. Porter
Training and Development Manager

I’ve been employed at Navy Pier for 18 exciting years, and the voice of the Pier since 
2011 for announcements during our seasonal and fireworks programs. Leadership 
recognized my talents as an announcer, speaker, photographer, and leader 
of people, affording me with opportunities to create and execute seasonal 
orientations for Pier Park, capture images of exciting public programs and 
historic renovations, build an effectual team, and move to Training and 
Development Manager.

Navy Pier reflects Chicago’s character. It is an organized collage of 
sorts, comprised of various cultures and experiences that make 
up our very own unique COMMUNITY. Having the opportunity to 
meet, serve, and directly leave favorable impressions on such a 
huge diversity of guests, tenant partners, and Navy Pier staff 
is grand.

Gregory’s Recommendation
Global Connections is tremendous!  It evolved from 
the successful Neighborhoods of the World, 
and increasingly serves to educate, entertain, 
and unify locals and others within our safe, 
attractive, and hospitable environment.
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A Chicago 
ExPIERience 

Three decades ago, Nav y Pier underwent a 
landmark reimagining that forever changed how 

Chicagoans and visitors experience this beloved 
destination.

Friends, partners, and leaders came together for this 
momentous occasion, making A Chicago ExPIERience a fitting 

tribute to that anniversary. Acrobats, brass bands, and carnival 
lights transformed the Family Pavilion and Crystal Gardens into 

a celebration of creativity, culture, and connection. 

Recognition of the Pier’s redevelopment would not have been complete 
without the night’s honoree, Mayor Richard M. Daley. His vision for a 

global city came to life on Navy Pier – a platform for the community, artists, 
local businesses, audiences, and international travelers. 

341
Number of Participants 

$40,540
Dollars Raised

5
Event Sponsors

5
In-Kind Donors

107
Event Attendees

$16,000
Dollars Raised

7
Event Sponsors

Toast to the Pier
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Philanthropic 
Support

$1.65M
Raised

71
Event Sponsors

I always have known the power of people 
throughout this great city working together to 
make it an even better one today.”

700
Event Attendees
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Navy Pier Associate Board
Navy Pier’s Associate Board is a collective of emerging Chicago-based leaders 
who champion Navy Pier’s mission through fundraising, advocacy, volunteer 
service, and professional engagement. Each year the Associate Board hosts 
Toast to the Pier and the Lakefront Loop, two fundraisers that bring together 
supporters committed to advancing Navy Pier’s mission.

The Lakefront Loop 5K

Cheer at the Pier
The return of Winter WonderFest kicked off with Cheer at the Pier, a festive 
preview party that welcomed 3,000 attendees and raised over $30,000. Guests 
were the first to experience beloved Winter WonderFest classics like bumper 
cars, the holiday train, and ice skating, and rung in the holiday season with 
special guest appearances from the Grinch and Santa.

Mayor Richard M. Daley,  A Chicago ExPIERience Honoree



Navy Pier Event Center $21,778,357

Tenant Partner Leases $14,938,078

Parking $13,628,944

Pier Park Amusements $13,457,281

Philanthropy and Sponsorships $6,125,376

Pier-Produced Programming $3,290,304

Other $892,689

Total Operating Revenues $74,111,029

2025 Operating 
Revenues

2025 Operating 
Expenses

Navy Pier Event Center $18,346,454

Facility Operations $16,557,388

Administration $6,672,358

Facility Maintenance $6,557,704

Pier-Produced Programming $6,087,653

Safety & Security $5,345,077

Marketing & Communications $4,014,216

Guest Experience $3,186,458

Fundraising $1,706,061

Total Operating Expenses $78,473,053
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Board of Directors

Jennifer Steans
Chair

Dean Harrison
Vice Chair

Eric Smith
Vice Chair

Jill Griebenow
Treasurer

Jorge Ramirez 
Secretary

Jeff Bethke, Ex-Officio 
James Blair
John Bucksbaum
Eileen Chin
Larita Clark, Ex-Officio
Michelle L. Collins 
Marilynn Kelly Gardner, Ex-Officio
Sasha Gerritson
Scott Goodman
Sandra P. Guthman
Torrence Hinton
Travis Hunter
Laura Keidan Martin

Steve Koch
Aarti Kotak
Terrance B. McGann, Ex-Officio
Suzet McKinney
Richard S. Price
Bridget Reidy
Smita Shah
John H. Simpson
Emily Heisley Stoeckel
Syreeta Harris Strickland
Kelly R. Welsh
Phil Wilmington 

Life Trustees

Norman Bobins
Willaim Brodsky, Chair Emeritus
Donna La Pietra
James R. Reilly*
John R. Schmidt

 *in memoriam

As of December 31, 2025

Amazing Chicago’s Funhouse Maze
America’s Dog & Burger
Amri Juice Bar
Art-K-Texture*
Bar Sol Mariscos*
Beat Kitchen Cantina*
Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
Big Bowl Express
Big Bus*
Bike And Roll
Billy Goat Tavern*
Build-A-Bear
Chef Art Smith’s Reunion*
Chicago Children’s Museum
Chicago Elite Private Yacht
Chicago Shakespeare Theater*
Chicago Sports Store
Chicago Sunglass Company
Completely Nuts, Inc.
CONFIDENCE Apparel*
Cotacachi Handy Crafts
Dippin’ Dots
Dr Herbal’s Organic
Endless Adornment
Faces In Focus
Fairways Indoor Golf
Ferris Wheel Photo
Flyover*
Frankie’s Pizza
Garibay Tamales
Garrett Popcorn
Giordano’s
Harry Caray’s Tavern
IDOF

Iris Galerie
It’Sugar
JoJo’s Shakebar*
Kilwins
Kisbi Coffee At Sable Hotel
Lake Michigan Outfitters*
Lirica Restaurant*
Local Soul Kiosk
Magnetic Attraction
Making History
Margaritaville*
McDonald’s
Metrik Jewelry
Navy Pier Beer Garden
Navy Pier Marina
Odyssey Lake Michigan
Offshore Rooftop*
Oh! Yes Chicago
Original Rainbow Cone
Potbelly
Seadog Cruises*
Shoreline Sightseeing*
Snow Dragon Shavery
Spirit Of Navy Pier
Starbucks
Tall Ship Windy*
Te’Amo Boba Bar*
The Butterfly House At Navy Pier*
The Municipal General Store
The Navy Pier Store
The Neighborhood*
The Sable Hotel
WBEZ

*2025 Pier Passport Tenant Partners

As of December 31, 2025
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Associate Board

Qiana Nelson 
Co-Chair

Courtney Valleau 
Co-Chair

 Wyatt Esteves
Secretary   

Melanie Wang
Treasurer

Christopher Biesboer  
 Mike Bower  
 Kristin Bradshaw  
 Ivan Brown  
 Andrew Buck  
 Valerie Calahan Taylor  
 Patrick Cotter  
 Rachel Dame  
 Neil Dattani  
 Christine DeSousa  
Patrick Goggin  

As of December 31, 2025

Dexter Guthrie  
Alexis Hardy  
Joe Jacob  
Katherine Karlix  
Anthony Kinsey  
Ty’Nya Larry  
Jon Leach  
Carm McDonald  
Danielle Parker  
Maragaret Quinn  
Dwan Robinson  
Torael Sexton  

Noma Shields  
Shayla Smith  
Taka Soai  
Nick Vallorano
Tom Zyer

Navy Pier Leadership
Navy Pier 
Tenant Partners



Supporters

$100,000+
Anonymous 
Aon
Cboe
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust
Northwestern Medicine
Lakeshore Beverage
Peoples Gas
Polk Bros. Foundation
The Pritzker Foundation
Reyes Coca-Cola Bottling 
Jennifer Steans and Jim Kastenholz

$50,000+
BMO
City Experiences 
Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
GCM Grosvenor
U.S. Department of Homeland Security — 
     Federal Emergency Management Agency
Ferrara Candy Company
Illinois Arts Council
Shoreline Sightseeing
Verizon | Google
Wintrust

$25,000+
Allstate
American Airlines
Capital One
Choose Chicago
ComEd
Ellen Alberding and Kelly Welsh Charitable 
     Fund at the Chicago Community Trust
Emily Heisley Stoeckel and Kevin L. Stoeckel 
F.H. Paschen
Katten
Laura and Craig Martin
Levy and Pierless Hospitality 
Linda and Richard Price
Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority
Michael Tadin Family
Much Shelist 
National Endowment for the Arts
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Bobins,  
     The Robert Thomas Bobins Foundation
Oak View Group 
Sable Hotel
Sue Ling Gin Foundation Trust
The Brodsky Family 
The Crown Family
The International Union of Operating 
     Engineers Local 150
William Daley and Bernadette Keller
United Airlines
Willkie Farr & Gallagher

$10,000+
Ancora Associates, Inc., Claire Muñana
Aramark
Ariel Investments
Billy Goat Tavern & Grill
Michelle L. Collins
Chicago Federation of Labor
CIBC
Anonymous Foundation
Clayco
Dean and Kathy Harrison
Employco USA
Eric S. Smith
Exelon
Faegre Drinker
Farpoint Development
Franczek P.C.
Globetrotters
Gibson’s and The Bellevue Restaurant
Heather Steans
IATSE Local 2
IBEW Local 134
John and Jacolyn Bucksbaum Family 
John H. Simpson Family Foundation 
Jim and Donna Blair
JLL
JMS Electric
John and Rita Canning
Koch Family Foundation 
The Pratima & Niranjan Shah Family

KPMG
Local 399
Marilynn Kelly Gardner
Marian Keidan Seltzer
Mark Hoplamazian and Rachel Kohler
Martha and Richard Melman
Mayer Brown
M. Bridget Reidy
Mesirow
Michael J Marchese Family Fund 
Mi Costeñita
Mid-America Carpenters Regional Council
Patrick Harbour
PNC
R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc
Robert & Amy Heinrich
Robin Steans
R4 Services
Show Services
Smita Shah
Tully & Associates

$5,000+
Action K-9 Security, Inc
Bank of America
IGS Energy
Ivan Carlson
Jill Griebenow
Republic Services
Southern Company Gas
Suzanne Yoon

$1,000+
Abt Electronics
After School Matters 
Albert Friedman
Andrew Buck
Austin Kelly 
Brian and Cora Murphy
Broadway in Chicago
Chicago Bulls Charities
Chicago Fire Department Foundation
Chicago Sky 
Consulate General of Mexico in Chicago
Courtney and John Valleau
Chona Maglaya and Michael Boland 
Elizabeth Halajian and Andrew Burdick 
Gensler
Grant Thorton
Jeff Brown and Jake Nuber 
Joan E Schenk and Associates
John Amboian
Mellody Hobson
Mario LaPlaca and Josh Kassing 
Mike Degnan
Millennium Park Foundation
Motorola Solutions
Nicholas and Hilary Vallorano
Leach King Klinger Law LLC
Sean O’Grady
Pyrotecnico
Qiana Nelson and Family 
Redmont Wealth Advisors
Robert Wislow
Sheraton Grand Chicago Riverwalk
SPAAN Tech 
Syreeta Harris Strickland and Family 
The Podolsky Family Foundation
Tom Tunney
Veronica Lynch

$100+
Ainsley Adique 
Zenaida Alonzo 
Adriana Alvarez 
Miriam Anderson 
Freddie Baez 
Yvette Bailon Bahena 
Katherine Balde 
William Balthazar 
Patricia Barrera 
Rodrigo Barreto 
Edric Bautista 
Christina Beal 
Guadalupe Beltran 
Simon Benigeri 
Erika Berg 
Katherine Bertucci 
Christopher Biesboer 
Jim Blake 
Michelle Boone 
Kris Bradsahw 
Vernon Broders 
Brian Brown 

Lee Buck 
Wendy Buenrrostro 
Emmaline Calixte 
Bridget Carlson 
Rebecca Carter 
Virginia Casas 
CDW 
Melissa Champs 
Solomon Chanthapamouk 
Lucy Chen 
Andrea Chim 
Natalie Chin 
Timothy Clancy 
Diamond Clay 
Meredith Coley 
Brandon Comer 
Katie Conley 
Jasmine Cortez 
Elora Curry 
Susan Cusick 
Cody Cutter 
Aimee Daley 
Neil Dattani 
Chyna Davis 
Joe Deal 
Adriana Denny 
Jenna Denton 
Marisa Diaz-Arce 
Patrick Dineen 
Sandra DiPane 
Casey Doherty 
Lynn Donovan 
First Energy  
Jamie Engelman 
Wyatt Esteves 
Jan Marie Ferris 
Kelly Fitzpatrick 
Shevaz Freeman 
Jody Freggens 
Kristy Galloway 
Colette Garcia 
Onelicia Gelista 
Mara Georges 
Patrick Goggin 
Julian Gomez 
Gloria Gonzalez 
Esteban Govea 
Patricia Gurrola 
Dexter Guthrie 
Leonor Guzman 
Cedric Hakeem 
Dylan Hankey 
Alexis Hardy 
Hamed Hashmy 
Bradley Henderson 
Bacarra Hill 
Torrence Hinton 
Robert Holland 
Mario Hollemans 
Gina Hong 
Michael Hooker 
Malaika Houston 

Jasmine Hunter 
Joe Jacob 
Gina Jacobs 
Yuri Jimenez 
John Jones 
Katherine Karlix 
Jeanne Keating 
Ronald Kelley 
Yolanda Kelly 
Shaneitha King 
Anthony Kinsey 
Blair Klein 
William Klinger 
Julie Kudlacz 
Gina LaPlaca 
Susan and Joseph LaPlaca 
Ty’Nya Larry 
Amy Lawless 
Clodagh Lawless 
David Lazcano 
Jon Leach and Family 
Jennefer Loebig 
Tommesha Love 
Brienne Lowry 
Patrick Lucey 
Jennifer Maberto 
Martin Madera 
Steven Mahr 
Allison Maloney 
Maria Marquez 
Mary Kay Marquisos 
Marijose Martinez 
Mariah Massallo 
Krzysztof Matraszek 
Shirlita Matthews 
Michael Maxwell 
Nicole McDaniels 
Carmen McDonald 
Mollie McGinnis 
Veronica McKay 
Meghan McNamara 
Delisha McNeill 
Lorraine Meda 
Deborah Meehan 
Irene Mendoza 
Abdul Merza 
Joseph Metallo 
Olivia Meyers 
Bre Mikus and Family 
Mallory Miller 
Natasha Mitchell 
Lakisha Moore 
Jen Moretti 
Omar Munante 
Jenné Myers 
Lafredia Myricks 
Matt Nalezny 
Ian Nancarrow 
Siergio Nieto 
Stephanie Nieves 
Anne Ongkiko Hart 
Dan O’Shea 

Margaret O’Sullivan 
Brittany Ouimette 
Neil Parikh 
Danielle Parker 
Haeik Park 
Reeple Patel 
Chandrashekhar Patil 
Raquel Pendleton 
Donovan Pepper 
Sylvia Perez 
Jennifer Pietras 
Aftene Poston 
Primerica Financial Services 
Marysol Pulido 
Margaret Quinn 
Alisa Radcliffe 
Preethi Raghupatruni 
Melayne Reed 
Tod Reynolds 
Alondra Rodriguez 
Thelma Rodriguez 
Jessica Romo 
George and Arlene Rusch 
     Memorial Foundation  
Dan Ryan 
Patrick Ryan 
Sonnie Sanders-Booker 
Cora Schattauer 
Rebakah Scheinfeld 
Adrienne Scherenzel 
Amelia Scott 
Joseph Seliga 
Torael Sexton 
Pooja Shah 
Hala Shalabi 
Jordan Shandor 
Schunita Shavers 
Noma Shields 
Richard Shinsako 
Darius J. Smith 
Kristen Smith 
Rachel Smith 
Shayla Smith 
Taka Soai 
Crystal Soike 
Jessica Somarriba 
Rupal Soni 
Sean Sowards 
Crystal Spaulding  
Kimberly Spurlock 
Terrell Spurlock 
Eric Stegman 
Matthew Straus 
Michael Strautmanis 
Jhonatan Tamayo 
Kennyatta Taylor 
Nina Thomas 
Darrian Thurman 
Angel Tidwell 
Amaris Torres 
Linzi Traini 
Amber Tucker 

Lorena Valladares 
Lisa Vandenberg 
Vanessa Vergara 
Jessica Villafuerte 
Danel Walbright 
Angela Walker 
Melanie Wang 
Susan Wedge 
Heather Weiner 
Evan and Colleen Westerfield 
Matt Whittaker 
Ernestine Willer 
Kenyatta Williams 
Sterling Williams 
Spencer Wilson 
Vincent Winters
Jerica Word 
Tom Wyler 
Chung Yan and Gloria Leung 
Andrea Young 
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago
Joe Zyer 
Tom Zyer

Pier Passport 
Icon Level Members 
Norm Bobins
Natalie Caver
Eileen Chin
Jeffrey Dykstra
Karen Fine
David Frey
Franklin Hayes
Nikolay Iliev
Jamie Jaxon
Siobhan Kierans
Albert Koger
Jeff Pesek
Delia Ronan
Enrique Ruiz
Thomas Scanlan
Angelica Sobieraj
Brian Sullivan
Umeka Taylor
Jenie Umana
Angela Walker
Leslie Wilson
Rhonda Woodson
Suzanne Yoon

Pier-Wide Sponsors
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We make every effort to ensure that the 
donors who support Navy Pier’s mission 
are appropriately recognized for their 
generosity. If you have not received proper 
recognition for your gift(s) from 2025, 
please notify our Resource Development 
Department at philanthropy@navypier.org 
as soon as possible so that we can correct 
our records.



Front cover photo credit: Navy Pier Marina

Support the People’s Pier Year-Round. 
Donate Today.

600 E. Grand Avenue
Chicago, IL 60611

www.navypier.org


